Gradwohl's Legal Medicine edited by Francis E Camps MD FRCP FRCPath DMJ DTM&H, Ann E Robinson BPharm PhD cchem FRIC and Bernard G B Lucas JP FFA RCS CI MechE (Foreword by Frederic C Thomas) 3rd edn pp xxii + 717 illustrated £30 Bristol: John Wright 1976 The third edition of 'Gradwohl's Legal Medicine' has at least thirty-six contributors and two current authors. Although the influence of the late Professor Camps who edited the second edition is clearly shown, an almost 'new look' was anticipated but, fortunately in respect of this edition, this was not to be.
In spite of its many valuable and first-class chapters it is somewhat unfortunate that information on drug addiction in general and toxicology takes a little finding and when discovered is something of a disappointment.
The book is freely illustrated with many colour plates and has an extensive bibliography. It also has a table of cases and a table of statutes. The latter, in particular, is of great value to those lecturing in forensic medicine.
This volume, like its predecessor, is virtually obligatory in departments of forensic medicine; but at £30, despite the beautiful production, it is an expensive luxury for the private individual. This textbook is in the current mould, having eighteen contributors, mostly drawn from the Baylor College of Dentistry in Texas. It is aimed at dentists in general practice who consider periodontics to be an essential part of the service that they provide for their patients. The editor has recognized that the classic textbooks on the subject are often too extensive and detailed for the busy practitioner.
The chapters in this textbook are well organized, and the information is, therefore, readily adaptable to general practice. The discussion on surgical anatomy is a welcome inclusion, and timely, bear-ing in mind the pitfalls that await the unwary with the more sophisticated mucogingival techniques.
The chapters that follow have a logical sequence dealing with the etiology of periodontal disease, examination, diagnosis and treatment planning. It is surprising, however, that there is no discussion on patient motivation and behaviour patterns, both of which play a vital part in initial treatment. It is also strange that some of the simpler methods for assessing gingival inflammation and plaque accumulation are not mentioned.
The corrective or surgical phase of treatment is well covered and very sensibly limits discussion to curettage, gingivectomy and the modified Widman flap. All are well within the range of the general practitioner. The chapter dealing with iatrogenic aspects of periodontal disease is out of date and would be better replaced with one dealing with the relationship between periodontal structures and restorative dentistry, where there is much recent and important research.
As so often happens with textbooks published by Charles C Thomas, the diagrams, radiographs and photographs vary enormously in quality and often take up too much space. These faults should not, however, detract from the fact that this book is full of useful information and should provide excellent reading for the interested practitioner.
J S ZAMET

London WI
Modern Trends in Human Genetics, vol 2 by Alan E H Emery pp x + 502 illustrated £13 London & Boston: Butterworths 1975 Professor Emery is to be congratulated on the authors he has assembled for this second volume of 'Modern Trends in Human Genetics'. The book includes a description of the new chromosomal banding techniques which have enabled the precise identification of structural anomalies of the chromosomes, and hence have led to the recognition of new syndromes depending on partial loss or duplication of specific regions of individual chromosomes. The effects of radiation in inducing translocation in the mouse, hamster, marmoset and man are also described; but there is unfortunately little direct information yet on the effects of radiation in inducing aneuploidy. In a chapter on leukxmia attention is drawn to a somewhat surprisingly high proportion of monozygotic twins of index patients that are also affected; though this may depend in part on the common intrauterine circulation of the monochorionic pairs. The number of genetic defects of leukocyte function is growing fast with five specific enzyme deficiencies already defined in relation to reduced capacity for intracellular killing of bacteria by leukocytes.
The chapter on genetic studies in isolates con-
